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\" This paper is submitted in response to the Final Office Action, dated July 6, 2000 in 

which the Examiner rejected all the claims under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) in view of DeFalco (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,088,848). Applicants traverse the rejections and submit the pending claims 1-17 are 
patentable over the cited art. 



IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Amended Twice) A feed assistance apparatus arranged in a feed path of a 
medium to be processed in a medium processing apparatus, said feed path including at least one 
[feed] align roller of non-circular cross section for feeding said medium, said feed assistance 
apparatus comprising: 

a roller portion contacting said medium being fed to increase a frictional force generated 
on said medium; and 

a shaft portion supported in a bracket and disposed through said roller portion, wherein 
said roller portion rotates around said shaft portion so as to move by the thickness of said 
medium, [and] wherein the shaft portion is not rotably connected to the [feed] align rolle r, and 
wherein the roller portion is not vertically aligned with any roller . 
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Small entity status of this application under 37 CFR 1 .9 and 1 .27 has been established by a verified statement 

previously submitted. 

A verified statement to establish small entity status under 37 CFR 1 .9 and 1 .27 is enclosed. 

No additional fee is required. 
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Please charge Deposit Account No. 50-0585 the amount of $ to cover the extension fee and also the amount of 

$ to cover the claim fee. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

A check in the amount of $ to cover the extension fee is enclosed. 

A check in the amount of $_ 
A check in the amount of $ 



. to cover the filing fee is enclosed. 
. to cover the petition fee is enclosed. 



X The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this 

communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. No. 50-0585. A duplicate of this sheet is 
enclosed. 

X Any filing fees under 37 CFR 1 .16 for the presentation of extra claims. 
X Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17. 
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